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HEADQUARTERS, 
OCCUPATION  7CR0ES , 

TRUK  AND  CENTRAL  CAROLINE  ISLANDS, 


Information  relative  to  the  date  of  *  7o:.,petcuitior>  of  testimony 
construction  of  fortifications  and  *  of  Ichiro  Moses,  assistant 
military  installations  in  the  Truk  *  chief,  Uman  Island. 

Atoll  prior  to  December  1941,  use  * 
of  forced  native  labor  without  * 
adequate  remuneration,  and  donial  * 
of  equal  rights  to  Americans  on  Yap.  * 


I  Taken  at: 
,  Date : 


In  the  presence  of' 


Reporter: 


Interpreter : 
•Questions  by: 


*******  *>i  ***.<****,(**:«**  ************  ,  ****** 


Moen  Island,  Truk  and  Central  Carolines. 
February  33,  1946. 

Thomas  Santamaria,  first  lieutenant,  U,  S, 
Karine  Corps  Reserve. 

George  C„  Lishka,  corporal,  U.  S.  Marine 
Corps  Reserve. 

Arti.o  Mosos,  chtof  of  lrmai>  Island. 

Thomas  Santamaria,  first  lieutenant,  U.  S. 
Marine  Corps  Reservo. 


State  your  name,  permanent  home  address,  aid  occupation. 

A.  Ichiro  Moses,  assistant  chief,  Uman  Island, 

P.  How  long  have  you  lived  on  the  islani  of  Uman? 

A.  Forty-five  years. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  living  in  the  Truk  Atoll? 

A.  Forty-five  years. 

Q.  Have  you  any  knowledge  cf  fortifications  or  military  installations 
constructed  by  the  Japanese  on  Uman  Island  prior  to  Docombor  1941? 
A.  Yes. 
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Q,  State  what  you  know  of  your  own  knowl edge  about  th9  installations. 

A.  In  1939  on  the  southern  section  of  Uman  Island  the  Japanese  commenced 
building  roads  and  fortifications,  louses  wore  built  vo  billet  troops, 
a  searchlight  was  installed,  emplacements  for  big  guns  built,  ar.i  two 
big  gun 8  and  four  small  cnee,  installed.  Th9y  dug  a  cave,  reinforced 
it  with  concrete,  and  stored  ammunition  tuersir. .  This  construction 
was  under  the  direction  of  the  navy.  The  officer  in  charge  of  the 
troops  billeted  there  was  Taicbo.  Second  in  co amand  was  Buntaisi. 
During  1940,  prior  to  December  of  that  year,  on  the  island  of  Otta, 
eight  miles  south  of  Oman,  the  Japanese  N  ivy  erected  a  wharf,  houses, 
installed  a  searchlight,  two  pins  with  bores  of  abcut  two  or  three 
inches  in  diameter,  and  several  machine  guns  were  installed.  During 
1941,  p^ior  to  December  of  that  year,  on  the  r.sl.ind  of  Salat,  eight 
miles  east  of  Uman,  the  Japanese'  lTavy  constructed  a  wharf,  houses, 

l  installed  a  searchlight,  two  guns  with  bores  appearing  to  oe  about 

1  thyeo  inches  in  diameter,  and  erected  a  radio  station. 

Q.  On  the  map  which  I  have  before  me  of  Uman  I  notice  a  northeast 
battery,  consisting  of  one  Armstrong  type  forty  ci-liber  fi-  teen 
centimeter  gun,  two  twenty-fir.e  milimeter  dual  mount  machine  cannons, 
and  a  northwest  battery,  consisting  of  cne  Ar.iBt"ong  type  forty  caliber 
fifteen  centimeter  gun,  could  you  tell  me  whei  these  were  installed? 

A.  In  1942. 

Q.  In  the  center  of  the  island  I  notice  one  quadruple  thirteen  milimeter 
machine  gun,  do  you  know  wr.en  that  was  installed? 

A.  In  1942. 

Q.  When  vas  the  radar  station  in  the  center  of  the  island  constructed? 

A.  In  1942. 

Q,  Wore  all  the  guns  in  the  southern  part  of  Uman  installed  in  1  .>9, 

1940,  and  prior  to  December  1941? 

A,  Yes. 

Q.  In  tho  construction  of  the -buildings  vbat  material  did  they  use? 

A.  For  the  buildings  they  used  concrete  fvimdation  and  the  rest  was 
lumbar.  The  cave  was  concrete  reinforced  and  all  emplacements 
ware  concrete  baaed. 

Q,  How  many  caves  did  they  build  before  the  ’war? 

A.  Only  one. 

Q,  Did  you  see  ammunition  stored  in  the  cave  before  the  war? 

A.  Yes. 


Q,  Did  they  have  a  great  quantity  of  ammunition  there? 
A.  Yes. 
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’.'.’hat  van  the  sire  of  the  cave? 

Twenty-ioar  loeo  long,  twelve  foot  wide,  and  nine  feet  high.,  and 
thia  cave  was  full  of  ammunition  and  provisions,  mostly  ammunition. 

Before  December  1941  did  the  Jaoanoce  ever  practice  shooting  their 
hig  gunsV 

Only  to  test  them. 

Was  the  searchlight  tui.lt  into  a  cave? 

It  was  "built  cn  a  platform  ana.  covered  over  with  canvas. 

Did  the;/  have  ary  other  equipment  close  to  tie  searchlight? 

They  had  a  range  finder. 

On  the  island  of  Otta  what  did  they  have  rhor.*  "beaido  guns  and 
searchlights? 

They  had  a  warehouse  there  in  which  they  kept  ammunition  and 
provisions. 

Did  you  see  the  provisions  and  .ammunition? 

Yes. 

What  did  they  have  on  the  island  of  Salat  beside  the  searchlight 
and  guns? 

A  warehouse  for  ammunition  and  provieions. 

V/as  all  this  construction  on  Ottu  and  Salat  prior  to  December  1941? 
Yes. 

During  1939,  1940,  and  1941,  prior  to  the  war,  did  the  Jauaneso 
ever  mention  waging  a  war  against  the  United  States? 

Yes. 


What  did  they  say? 

-e  are  going  to  install  fortifications  and  military  installations 
before  we,  start  the  war  against  the  United  States. 

Do  you  know  of  any  natives  who  were  forced  to  work  by  the  Japanese 
and  not  adequately  remunerated? 

Yes. 


Q.,  Stat9  what  you  know  of  your  own  knowledge  about  these  cases. 

A.  In  1929  when  they  were  installing  guns  and  the  military  installa¬ 
tions  on  the  oouchern  part  of  Urn, on  we  we  re  forced  to  "furnish  fifty 
men  per  day  of  eight  hours,  six  days  a  week  for  about  a  year  and 
a  half.  The  wages  at  this  time  were  eighty  sen  per  day.  During 
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1942  we  were  forced  to  furnish  the  Jap'nos*  one  hun  tred  natives 
a  day  for  two  months  for  construct 'on  of  a  road.  ifcne  of  these 
men  were  paid  any  salary.  However,  when  wc  vere  through  they  gave 
us  twenty  hags  of  rice  of  ono  hundred  pr.iv -id  3  each,  ten  hags  of 
barley  of  one  hundred  pounds  each,  one  bund  'cd  loin  cloths,  one 
hundred  towels,  twelve  bottles  cf  s&ki  ta''.h  1  .-lding  about  throe 
quarts.  We  were  forced  to  furnish  fifty  mei  .sr  day  for  the  con¬ 
struction  of  barracks  and  a  radar  station  f < r  approximately  five 
months.  They  paid  us  eighty  sen  per  day  and  furnished  our  people 
with  throe  meals  per  day.  Ve  furnished  t wen  y-five  men  per  day 
to  work  on  the  northern  tip  of  Uman  constn  c  Jng  a  dock,  wireless 
station,  and  houses.  This  continued  for  six  months  and  the  wages 
received  was  eighty  sen  per  day.  In  1944  the  Japanese  Army  came 
to  Uman,  They  took  our  housee  for  themselves  and  paid  us  half  of 
what  they  were  worth.  Alter  the  war  the  housi s  were  returned  to 
us  but  they  were  all  in  very  poor  condition.  Commencing  in 
January  1944  wo  furnished  tho  Japanese  Army  on?  hundred  women 
and  one  hundred  fifty  men  per  day.  From  Janua.-y  to  the  end  of 
the  war  we  were  forced  to  furnish  this  number  ivory  day.  The 
workers  we  furnished  ranged  Jn  ago  from  thirtem  to  fifty.  Tho 
men  received  one  yon  and  vwenty  son  per  day.,  .'he  women  were  paid 
eighty  son  per  day.  Ono  day  each  month  wo  were  forced  to  work 
without  pay. 


Did  you  have  to  furnish  help  for  the  construction  on  the  island 
of  Otta? 

We  were  forced  to  furnish  thirty  men  during  1939  for  the  construc¬ 
tion  on  Otta  for  approximately  five  months.  These  men  were  paid 
eighty  son  per  day. 

Did  you  have  to  furnish  help  for  the  construction  on  the  island 
of  Salat? 

’ve  were  forced  to  furniBh  thirty  men  per  day  for  construction  of 
installation  on  the  island  of  Salat  for  approximately  six  months. 
The  men  received  eighty  sen  per  day. 


Q.  Are  there  any  further  details  you  wi9h  to  report? 
A.  No,  sir. 


Q.  Aro  you  aware  of  any  circumstances  concerning  the  denial  of  equal 
rights  to  Americans  on  Yap? 

A.  No,  sir. 


/p/  Ichiro  Moses 
Ichiro  Mo oes, 
assistant  chief, 
Uman  Island, 
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Moen  Island 

Truk  and  Central  Carolines 

1,  Ichiro  Moses,  of  lawful  a^o,  Voirg  duly  eworn  on  oath,  state 
that  I  have  read  the  foregoing  transcription  of  my  interrogation  and 
all  answers  contained  therein  are  true  tc  the  host  of  my  knowledge  and 
belief, 

/_i  /  Ichiro  Moses _ _ 

Ichiro  *<0600 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  mG  Ihis  lH.h  d*v  of  March  1946, 

/_s/  1  Srutemarifl _ 

T.  SAATAMARLA, 

1  it  Lt.  ,  UoMCii. , 

Li  £:  .1  Officor. 

Moon  Island 

Truk  and  Central  Carolines 

I,  Artie  Moses,  of  lawful  agt  ,  being  itly  awo  *n  upon  oath  state 
that  I  truly  translated  the  quest  .ons  aske  1  and  answers  given  and  that 
after  boing  transcribed,  I  truly  ;ranslrtei  the  foiegoing  deposition 
containing  _A_  pages,  to  the  witrass;  that  the  witness  thereupon  in 
my  presence  affixed  his  olgnacurf  thereto. 

I  3 ^  Artie  Mo see _ 

Artie  Moses 


Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  ne  this  llt.'i  dry  of  Mr  rch  1946. 

/ 3/  Sftatamar jfl _ 

T.  SAlITAJiAHIA, 

1st  Lt.,  USMCH. , 

Legal  Officor. 

I,  T.  Santamrria,  first  1U mt  enant,  C3£969,  U.ScM.C.2, ,  certify 
that  on  February  2Z,  1946,  personally  appeared  before  mo  Ichiro  Moses, 
and  gave  the  foregoing  answers  •  o  the  several  quentions  set  forth;  that 
after  his  testimony  had  boon  transcribed,  the  said  Ichiro  Moses  road 
the  semo  and  affixed  his  signature  thereto  in  my  presence. 

Places  Headquartors  Military  &c vornment, 

Truk  and  Central  Careliue 
Islands. 

Dnte:  _ March  11.  1946 _ 


I  • 


/a/  T. 


T.  SAWTAMARIA, 
let  Lt.,  USMCR. , 
Island  Command,  Truk. 
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